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E can't but look upen it 4s 4 particular Providence, 
that in our late Paper about Infant Baptifm, we 
deliver'd our Affertions a little darkly, becaufe there- 
by we bave encouraged the Ansbipriis to {peak not only very confi- 
dently of their Tenets, in their Animadverfions upon our Pé 
ons, but that they bave now given us to underftand wherein ait 
their Prength byes: S€that we are now the better enabled to {peak 
home to the matter ia band, both by expofing their Tenets, and 
cleartng our [elves from the weak Objections they bave rais'd a- 
sinft us; and we doubt not but to a& fo candidly and mildly 
sherein, that not only themjelves, (if not extraordinarily prejudic d) 
but every other unfatisfied Reader will bave 4 clear and diflindt 
Notion of the differences betwixt us, even to an acknowledg- 
ment of the Truth. 

Upon our Firft Queftion ( paraph. firft of your Paper, ) 
you urge, that we prove nor, that whole Families were baptized 
of the profelyted Gensiles in their Initsation among the Fews. 

We anfwer, our Paper was fmall, but wee'l confirm it now, 
fince you feem to defire it ; and firftin this particular. Zer- 
tullian de Baptt(mo, Cap. 18. Prefecture igitur Furidica que 
Bspiifmo preerat profitebatur Projelytus ipfe Majorennis Legem Mo- 
isicum fe Servaturum. Such as cou’d not anfwer themielves, 
did profefs or promife by Major Domo's or Sponforsto keep 
the Law of Mojes. A Stranger that is circumcijed, (teaith Mat- 
monides) and nos baptized, or that is baptized and nev circumci- 
fed, is mot 4 Projfelyre till be be bore baptized-and circumcifed. 
But to put all out of doubt, fince the Jews themielves are 
the beft Witneiles, you dhall find che Rabbi's Expofitions up- 
on Ex, 19. 8. and Gen. 35.2, If be bave not 2 Father, and bis 
Mother bring the Child to be » they baptize bim becanfe 
there is mo profelyte without Circumcifion aud Baptijm. Hence it 
isthata Jewlth Profelyte is called GGaévQ-, 4 Baptized per- 

fon; all which confidered, fufficiently clears this Head. 

As tothe Second Head in the fom peregre about Bap- 
tim, being the Antitype of Circumcilion, wherein ye fay 
That we affirm, but not confirm it, but rather give away our Caule 
and fay that it was not properly a Type, but rather 4 Continuation 
of 4Cuftom: What we faid we fhall prove, and then Jet the 
World judge who has given away the Caufe. ‘Tis not ab- 
folutely neceflary that the Type and Antitype fhou'd agree in 
every thing. J{zac was a Type of our Saviour, he was the 
promifed Seed, fo was our Saviour ; he was the os begor- 
ten Son of his Father, fo was our Saviour ; he was broughe 
to Mount Moriah to be offer'd, and fo was our Saviour ; Ijaac 
earried the Wood, fo our Saviour carried the Crofs, but he 
was not really offer'd after all, but our Saviour was: Nor was 
I/aac intentionally a Sacrifice. for any, our Saviour a ually was 
fe for the Sins ofthe whole World. “Tis enough to our purpofe 
that Circumcifion was a Mark of diftinétion from the Gen- 
tile World, as Baptifm is a Badge to diftinguith betwixt 
Chriftians and Heathens : That as Circumcifion wasa Seal of 
the Covenant betwixt God and his Peogie then, fo is Baptij/m 
now. Thus we fee they agree in all the Subffantials, and 
in what they differ, there may bea {pecial reaton given for 
it. To prove this further, An Ordinance once enjayn'd and 
never repeal’d, is abways in force, bus the Ordinance of Childrens 
Incovenanting was once in the Old Teftamens enjoyn'd, and was 
never repeal'd, Ergo "tis in force; if the Anabaptifts 
fay not, let them thew 


where. This fhews yet the Analogy 
betwixt Bptifm and Circumcifion: Again, the privil 


es of 


the Gofpel are not only to as many as the Lord thal! call 
from afar off, but alfo to Believers and sheir Coildren, AQs 
2. 39.And ‘twas alfo chus undér the old Covenant of Circumcifion ; 
but to come fo the Expofition of that Text, which TE have fo 
ftrangely perverted, viz. In whom alfoye were Circumcifed with, 
the Crrcumcifien made without bands, in putting off the Body of 
the Sins of the Flefo by the Circwmcifion of Chrift, baving been 
buried with bim in Bapeifm, The fcope of the here 
was to take \fians from the Rudiments of world, 


the Colo 
efpecially Circumcifion, which troubled moft of the Church- 


es : therefore he fai are compleat in him, being Cireum- 
Kobe. » ji m méde withous bands : But i 
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Apofties added to Raptifm what war neceffiry to make it an Anti- 
oh irene, Oe, Hes Be JG ure 6 what it is — 
afwer, ‘tis your prejudice, or inadvertence, for you'l find 


it in ick Italick in the fame paragraph, if you pleaie 
co read over again, e: pds ) 

A little further, as alf> in the fourth Colwme, you pitt a 
Dilemma upon us, to know what we mean by the Covenanz, 
and whether Remiffion or Salvation is fealed to the Infant ; for 
the Covenant, fee at large Heb. 8. and Fer. 31. which we 
have not room to paraphrafe on, nor need we,fince we think 
we are already agreed upon’t as to adult Perfons. As to the 
latter, whether Children receive Remiffion of Sins and Salva- 
tion by Baptifm: We aniwer, Yes, as fure as adult Perfous. viz. 
both of ‘em Conditionally, and no otherwife, for what 
fies Baptifin to an adult Baptift, if he forfeits his Conditions, 
as little we are fure as the Bapsifm of Children: So that there's 
as much a Sealing of a Blank to Apoftatizing Adult Perfons, 
as to non-performing Children when they become capable. 

You feem to be angry that we urge, a Continuance of 4 Cu- 
ftom was the likelieft way,to find Encouragement, aaah by 
way Of Interrogation, that’ the Gofpel was not caleglannd te 
pliefe mens humours : Wee’! grant it, but there's adeal of difs 
ference between gratifying Comverts in fome Circum/tamialsand 
choofing Methods. to comply with Wickednef$; pray 
the Counfel of the Elders ac Ferufalem, which was fent tothe 
Gentiles, as alfo Sc. Pauls Condefcention both to Jéw and 
Gentilé to win both. 

Under the Second Que/tion you father a falfe Tranflation 
upon us, about the words of the Commiffion, waberwon7y 
wet pret ree éSvn, rendring uaberiverzs, Teach ye, and then ask- 
ing us whether Children can be taught, how unfair fuck 
an arguing is: This Noted, we referr all} ttie World to out 
firft Expotition, which we fhall ever fland by ; to wit, Difei 
all Nations, Baptizing and teaching ‘em, 8c. where bapt 
goes before reaching ; and with this order of Doétrine that 
of St. Fobn che Baptft agrees, Mark 1. Fobn did B 
Defart,preaching the Baptifm of Repentance.And here de 
Antagoriifts do well in paffing over the Faith of Fairus 
Daughter, which fhows, chat@elieving Parents Faith avails 
for their Children, as likewife the Syriac Tranflation in the 
Example of the Faylor, mp ee eft iple cum omnibus filiis dos 
mus {ue. But there’s no dilputing with fuch Perfons as e- 
vade what they can’t cel! what to do with, and when they are” 
put to’t, for all their pretenfions to the Letter of the Scrips 
ture, have the Confidence upon Dr. Taylors words, to deny 
our Saviours, who affures us, that Children have Faith, ager, 
18. 354, 5. compared with Mat. 9.36. allo Mat. 18. He that 
offendech one of thefe Little ones which believe in me Sec. We 
wou'd ask whether chat -paffage, They brought liztle Children 
to him, and that, Suffer little Children to come unto me, Bec. ba 
{poken definitely or indetinitely ; if definitely, let ‘em thow 
what Children are exempted ; if indefinitely, the Cafe is plain 
on our fide. Befides, in feeking toevade this, in Colwme the 
Fourth, (for we muft follow ‘em from place to place for one Argu 
ment) they wou'd have no Children prolélyted but fuch ag 
Timothy, whe 4 Child bad known the Scriprure: To which 
we anfwer, that according to the Original, thofe Children 
which did sa§s? @e3s, or wes i 4sir, were fuch as were 
brought to our Saviour, and be took “em in bis Atms, therefore 
es | were arene a go pete 

per isfpent to prove ( tho’ it does not 
do it that che word aif Netlet does abe bong to every in- 
dividual perfon: There’s no Body ever took it in any other 
ferice but this, That of all Langusger, Tongues dnd Nuavionyy 
forme foox’d be Difcipled and made Chrifians, and not all of alk 
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that they fhou'd agar eng 
alcer’d-at all as to en, 
fion; God faidto Abrabam, I will be thy God, and 
thy Seed: Which compared with Gal. 3. 14. and 17. That she 
bleffing of Abraham might come upon the Gemiles, Sc. This! fay 
therefore, thasthe Covenant which was confirmed of God in Chrift 
before the Law, which was 430 years after Cannot difanmul, that 
it foou’d make the Promile of none effet. See that Expofition of 
this place by St. Peter, in his Sermon to the Jews up the 
day. of Pentecoft, viz. The Promife is to you and your Children ; 
dnd all tous are afer off gven as many as the Lord our Goit foalt call, 
acrecable to other Texts: To the Few firft, and alfo to the Gen- 
tile --—~ and many more fuch Texts, that fhow believing 
Gentiles have the fame Prerogative as co Incovenanting, 4s 
the promis'd Seed of Abrabam, viz. borh Parents and Children. 

The next is about the Wniver{al Conlent of Churches for In- 
fant Baptifm : You tell us you never read in Holy Writ, that 
any of the Churches in Afia confented to Infant Baptifm —— 
What a milerable fhift is chis! becaufe che Scripture is not 
an Univer{al Hijtory, for to {peak of every thing, therefore no- 
thing elfe is to be believ’d ; but ‘ris in vain co ipeak more of 
it, ce you tell us Colume 3. that you may be as well per- 
fwaded to believe Tranfubiantiasion and Purgatory, as thole 

things which the Divine Rule has rf Tongue to {peak ; pray 
why do you believe there were fuch Perfons as Alex- 

ander the Great, Cato, Hannibal ? or why do ye believe Infant 
Bapti(m was introduc’d into the Church fome hundred years 
after our Saviour, when the Scriprure does not mention it? 
Once more we referr your Second Thoughts to what we have 
faid upon this Subject : you tell us,chat the Churches in Rome,Co- 
rinth, Epbefus, Galatiz, Poslippi,c alofs, Samaria,Cafared,were all 
for Baptizing the Adult :— We grantit, but ‘twas fuch adule 
Perfons ascame over fromthe Heathen — We challenge you 
to prove that any one of thofe Churches did not alfo Bap- 

size Infants. , 

Asto that paragraph which pretends to enervate and wea- 
ken the Teftimonies of the Fathers, tho’ we have yet bet- 
ter, which we fhall fhow anon, and fuch as are unqueftion- 
able : We appeal to any difinterefted Perfons, whether 
theré’s any thing more than Su(picion, and begging of 
eee and not any proofat all ; therefore what we have 

er'd, muft and will ftand cil) better arguments are four'd out. 

But you feem to make a ftir that we fhou'd fay there ne- 
ver was a particular Congregation of Anabaptifts till above 300 
Years after our Saviour: But fince chis won't pleafe you, we'll 
prove shat chere was fo far from being any particular Congrega- 
tion of °em then, that there never was any one Perfon that op- 
pos'd Infant Bapti{m, till 380 Years after our Saviour. Auxen- 
tius the Arrian was the firft ; prove any Patron of your Sed before 
bim if you can: Wee'l give you Authority tor what we here 
affert. — Anabapti (mi inGitusio non Nupera (7 nova eft, fed ante 
Annes quoque Mille trecentos turbas in Ecclefia dedit Graviffimas , 
C taggum viriwn acquifivit ut bujus [eculi noftri conatus, tan- 
sum lufus adbuc fi cum illo conferatur, videri poffit interim, ta- 
men. Divina veritatis telis munc quoque expugnaius © plane de- 
jedtus eff. Zuing]. de Pedobapt. 

You affirm, Tis well known, that Augu/line was the firft 
that preached Infant Baptifm weceffary. "Tis agreat miftake, 
read Clemens Romanus, Lib. 6.c. 19. Bawilere 3 vuly ae 
views 8c. Baptize your Infants, and Educate them in the dif- 
cipline and nition of God, cc. and a little after he 
gives thisReafon, There is this difference betwixt baptiz'd and 
unbapsiz’d Infants, that bapsiz’d Infants enjoy the good things of 

ifm, which shofe that are not baptiz'd do met enjoy ; and 
that they enjoy them by the Faith of thole who offer them to Bapsifm. 
is we was long enough before St. Aujtin. — Polycarp 
was the Difciple of Sc. Fobn, and Irenaeus was his Difciple, 
who tells us in feveral of his Works, (particularly Ep. Ire- 
ape Florinum, adv.Here|. 1. 3. 3-L5.C- 33«Epilt. ad Florinum 
ib.-9. Cap. 39.) that he converfed with Ancient 
that had lived in the Apoffles times, of whom be had 
quired. after the Apojties pradtices: And yet we are fure 
him as well as his ary Tertullian, chat Infant 
Baptifm was then of General ice in the Church: Your 
Auiasiversans wpce che (hie Saumondeaer pe £0 ye, 
the Summ of it being treated on 
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mens with which fie of tbe Ancients di fee 


y leigh mafhng 5 sing” 
are very Aifpindt, fee Exod. 15. 4.§. xa7edaxy 
rence did the Greek Writers make betwiyr 
bet Votes of oti under water, and they were certainly the 
beft their own propriety of Language: See in 
— The ancient Oracles of the Atbénians, Agus. 
Bawrrita Svat Deve & Depts 321; Baprize or wafh bim ag a bette 
in water, but do not drown bim. In fhort, confult all-Aur 
and you'l find that £d'Jo fignifies to dip or plunge, but Geet? 
ce te baptize or wafb. So chat if the manner it felf were ah. 
olutely neceflary, we have it nearef than yous but we think 
it not very material, and therefore all the long Harangus 
chat you make afterwards, is upon wrong Suppofition, and 
therefore too impertinent co the matter in hand to be further 
confidéred by us. 

In your Clofe, you fay, we reproach you, in faying your 
Ringleaders came te ill Deaths, and repented of their Notions wheg 
they dyed; alledging, fo was our Saviour, and fo'was St, Pani: 
We anfwer, Truth is no reproach— Our Saviour and St. Pag 
were abus'd, but falfly, nothing cou'd be faftened upon ‘em, 
or prov'dagainft "em, but we can prove what we fay, and tie 
done already: But fince you defire more, take it ; Murcer the 
firft of your Sec in Germany, at the point. of Death did ac. 
knowledge his Error, his Mind being exceedingly caft down, 
fo that he was not able to give an Account of his Faith. To 
mention one other. Fobn Bacold of Leiden faid, That the Grace 
of the Gofpel bad been long enough offer'd, that from thenceforth all 
who bad rejetted it, were to be killed by 2 Murerial Sword. Read 
Winters Treatite of Infant Baptifm, p. 174. Sere’ faid of em, 
Quidam illorum,8zc.Some of em deferve pity razher 11m panifoment: 
And Erafmus faid, Anabepriftas Commiferatione, 8c. The Ant. 
baptifts deferv'd pity, as Offendors shat finn'd more by Ignerence 
than Malice: But if you have a Mind to fee the Tragical Ends 
of te phy ed a ad the latter part of Reft's 
view of all Relizions, and you’ enough unhappy Patrons 
of this Erroneous Doétrine Ca ok! 

To conclude, What we have here Writ, is not fo much te 
vex you,as to convince you, and fuch unthinking perfons as for 
want of J «may be byafs'd by your ines — We 
vvou'd caution ye, as you vvill anfwer it a@che day of Judg-’ 
ment, not to be covetous of other les Ruines, by diftur- 
bingthe Church of Chrift with a falje Dedtrine, left ye fuffer’ 
for others fins. Think on Sir Tho. Afeors vvords, vvho ia 
thofe doubtfull Errors he Held in his Youth, was consent 
be Heresical, if is foou'd prove to be fo, withous a party, or the pre 

felyting of others to bis Opinion. We proteft ferioufly, that what’ 
is here offer'd, is not out of Prejudice or Paffion, but what 
vve are really perfvvaded is and vvill be féund Authensick and 
Warrantable at che Great Day of Tryal, and we hope ye will’ 
accept it as fuch at our hands. If ve are yet further unfa- 
tisfied in any thing, Jet all your Arguments be drawn Spite: 
giftically up, without running long Divifions, ‘and 
paraphrales, and you thal] have your Anfwers with all Aeek- 
ne(s and Candor imaginable. We heartily with your Judgments 
enlightened and retified to the acknowledgment of the Truth as 
it is in Fefus. 

The following Poft{cript was tranfmitted to us by an uc’ 
known H and. 

POSTSCRIPT. 


inft rijen 
ainjt a fort of po wr 
their Children, 


Difclples of Jefus Chrift, or to grant that of fuch is the King- 
dom of Heaven ; or to know, that the undoubted Records of 


Antiquity: affirm Infant Baptifm to bave an ujage in all the 
Primitive Churches ; that even before theearly days of Nazianzen, 
Chryfoftom, Bafil, Athanafius, Epiphanius, in the Grek, 


of 
it ; and Ori bim could fay, ‘twas from the Apolties” 
thi the Chur sak up the Baptifm of roller? at Chaeeee” 
Romanus before bim could fay, That Children “be Recipi- - 
ents of the Difcipli vient 
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the very 
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M at the Raven in the Poxtirey. 


